Women’s Conference

March 2, 2013

INTRODUCTION

First, allow me to introduce myself.

My name is Vadra Thatcher.  

One year ago, my family moved from the United States to Russia.  God provided a new position/job for my husband in Moscow, and so, here we are.  My husband and I have been married for more than twelve years, and we have three daughters.   They are eight, six and four.  

So, while my husband works as Food Scientist, by day – my job is ‘mom’.  I manage our home.  I help with homework.  I make snacks.  I unload backpacks.  I play nurse.  I listen.  I comfort.  I cuddle.  I tickle.  I talk -- a lot.  A whole lot.      

Much of this talk is instructive and corrective.  

I think, that as parents, we are often doing that – talking.  We have to.  We use our words to teach and train.  We tell our children what is right: what they ought to do: how they should respond: and the best way to live.  In short, we often teach them rules.  

One could even call them ‘laws’.  As believers, though, our laws ought to be rooted in God’s own Laws.    

From time to time, however, we may find ourselves handing down some rules or laws we did not expect.  

I can recall a time when my youngest daughter was 3…  I had to repeatedly (over and over again) remind her that it was unacceptable and inappropriate to leave our house in only a t-shirt, rain boots and underwear.  No matter how desperately or quickly she may want to play outdoors, she could not run outside in just her underclothes.  

I never thought I would need to say that…

Then, of course, there are other more common rules.      

No hitting, biting, pinching, kicking – and, yes, I have girls.

And, since I have girls – no high pitch squealing or screeching in small spaces -- think, planes, trains, automobiles, elevators, bathrooms, etc.    

Also, do not wipe snot directly on your hands, arms or clothes -- or mine for that matter.

Please do not eat crayons, glue or other items that are not actual food.  

As well, when eating real food, chewing and then, spitting the food out, is not considered “finishing your dinner”. 

And, No diving in the bathtub.  While it IS filled with water, it is not your personal swimming pool. 

Say please and thank you.

Share your playthings and toys with others.

Perhaps, you wonder about the more “spiritual” Laws?  What do most children in Christian homes hear and soon memorize?  As soon as our little ones can form words, we want them to learn Ephesians 6:1-3; “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your Father and Mother (which is the first commandment with a promise) so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.”  Right?  

Where does Paul get this instruction?  

The Law.  

To be more exact, this commandment originated in Exodus 20:12.  I mean, this one was handed down from the mouth of God to Moses, and written on the stone tablets.

Now is teaching our children these “laws” incorrect or wrong?  Absolutely not!

But, sometimes, as mothers, it may seem as though we are only handing down laws.  

We often ask our children to obey a standard they cannot keep.  (And, rightly so.)  

Even more accurately, we ask them to obey a standard we could not keep – that is, apart from Christ. 

The question I want to ask is: Why do we do this?  

Why do we make our children share, have self-control (sort of), be kind, have patience, obey us?  

Why do we even have rules?  

What is the perspective and attitude we should have toward them?

What results do we expect from having such laws?  

Really, what’s the purpose of law?

This could be answered in a variety of ways.

You might say…

It is what is right.  God’s Word commands us to teach and train our children.

It teaches them that actions have consequences.

It shows them that there is a right and wrong way to live.

It keeps them safe… Maybe, more accurately, ALIVE.  

Perhaps, these rules are simply the only way other people will want to be around our children.

While these are true, there is one PRIMARY (main) reason we should be teaching our children “Law”: LAW LEADS TO CHRIST.  

Paul explains it far better than I can.  So, if you have a Bible, please turn with me to Galatians 3:21-26. 

BODY

Let’s read it together.

Galatians 3:21-26

“Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on the Law.

But the Scripture has shut everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.  

But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  

Therefore, the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ that we may be justified by faith.

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  

For you are sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Verse 21 – “Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?  May it never be!  For if a Law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.”

Here, Paul gives us a proper understanding of the Law.  Is the Law contrary to the “promises of God”, meaning, “the promise of the Spirit through faith” mentioned earlier in 3:14?  Does the Law somehow conflict with salvation through faith alone?  Paul practically yells, “NO!”  

Well, then, how does the Law fit in?

First, Paul makes clear: the Law does not give life and/or righteousness.  A set of rules could never do that.  

From the very beginning, the Law was not made to save men or make them right before a Holy God.  

In Deuteronomy 6:20-24, Moses explains, “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What do the testimonies and the statues and the judgments mean which the Lord our God commanded you?’

Then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Lord brought us from Egypt with a mighty hand.

Moreover, the Lord showed great and distressing signs and wonders before our eyes against Egypt, Pharaoh and all his household;

He brought us out from there in order to bring us in, to give us the land which He had sworn to our fathers.’

So the Lord commanded us to observe all these statues, to fear the Lord our God for our good always and for our survival, as it is today.”

You see, the Law was for the good of the people – ultimately, to direct them back to their God.

Verse 22 – “But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”

The Law can help us.  Otherwise, God would not have declared it.

When Law is given, right and wrong are made clear.  Standards are put in place.  We know when we fail to obey them.  We realize our inability to fully meet the requirements.  We see our sin.  We are unable to perfectly follow the Law.  

Who among us can love the Lord, our God with all our heart, mind and soul?!  Not one.  Outwardly, we may do a decent job of keeping rules or meeting standards, yet, inwardly, our hearts betray us.  

We need help!      

That help comes by believing in Jesus Christ – not by trying to keep the Law, but by believing in the only One who COULD and DID.  

Paul writes this to Rome (Romans 5:20-21), “The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,

So that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The Law cannot and will not save.

In fact, it reveals our very sin nature and utter inability to fix it.

But, it points us to the One who can. 

The Law points to Jesus Christ, our Lord.

It is Him we are to trust.  It is His work that saves.  In Him we must have faith.

Not in ourselves.

And, not in a set of rules.      

Verse 23 – “But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.”   

Yet, before faith comes, before faith is revealed to us, we are “kept in custody under the law;” we are “held captive under the law”; we are “held prisoners by the law.”  

The Law confines us.  We are held back by it.  

Imagine, for a moment, the world without law.  Can you envision the mayhem?  Would you be afraid to leave your home?  What would daily life look like?  

Let me give you a taste of such a world… through the experience of a little boy.  

Last week, we visited the home of one of Rory’s schoolmates.  As goes with children, a conflict soon arose.  In short, the other mother’s four year old son had hit my four year old daughter.  

After a few tears and a hug for my girl, I watch the mother address her son.  She says, “That was unacceptable.  You need to apologize.”

Immediately, the boy angrily responds, “No!  I do not want to say I’m sorry.  I want to be naughty.  I am a naughty boy.”  Upset, he stomps away and plants himself in the hall closet.  

In this moment, the boy feels the weight of the truth.  He is speaking his heart.  What is within him has come out.  His real nature has been exposed.  

This is the exact time we ought to agree with him.  This is the time where his inability to do what is right is clear.  He cannot obey the rules.  He has failed.  

So, what’s next?  Discipline.   And, the Gospel.   

We correct AND we offer hope.  

We offer him the same message that saved us.  

We offer him the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  Because, clearly, his righteousness will not do.  He needs perfection.  Only One man can give that.  

Sadly, though, that is NOT what this mother does.  Rather, she tells the boy, “You are a good boy.  Come on, you are a good boy.  Be a good boy.  Say you’re sorry.”

No further pleading or threatening has any effect.  The boy will not do it.  He refuses to apologize.  

And, really, why should he?  Why ought the boy apologize when he is being told he is good?  There is no outside motivation to do so.  There are no consequences for his disobedience.  His sin is called ‘goodness’.  His actions bear no punishment.  He is free from rules and Law, but enslaved to his own desires.  Because of that, this little boy does not see his need for a Savior.    

Certainly, his conscience has convicted him.  He has done wrong.  And, in truth, he is a naughty boy.  Yet, outwardly, he is being taught to ignore this inner voice, to deny his very nature, and to call sin by another name.    

 I feel so sorry for this little boy.  How confused he must be?! 

Do you see how the Law can help?  Rules make the line between right and wrong clear.  When we fail to live up to the standards set before us, and receive the consequence of our disobedience and sin, something very important happens…            

We see our weakness.

We realize our failure.

We get a glimpse of our real nature.

We are sinners. 

And, we are slaves to our desires.

Our sin imprisons us.

The more we try to escape by making more rules or by following more rules, the more captive we feel.

Only faith in Christ sets us free.

Only, Jesus holds the keys to our prison. 

For, it is through His perfect life and death that we are “redeemed from the curse of the Law”.  

Verse 24 – “Therefore, the Law has become out tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.”

The role of the Law is that of tutor and guardian; the Law was not intended to be an end.  NO, the Law leads us to Christ.

And, ladies, it MUST lead us to the Cross of Jesus Christ.  If the Law does not lead to Jesus, we will form children who think their righteousness comes through rule keeping.  Without pointing to Christ, we will create small, angry legalists.  Without guiding them to the Gospel, we push our children into the mold of a Pharisee – obedient on the outside, but dead within.      

Our hope and theirs is the same.  It is Christ that gives life, imparts righteousness and justifies the believing person.  It is Christ that frees us.  It is our need for Christ that the Law was pointing to all along. 

We were never meant to trust in a set of standards to save us.  

We were never meant to become more holy by following rules.  

We were never meant to take comfort in the Law.  

The Law was meant to keep us until faith came. 

Now, I know this may be hard to believe, but my children regularly disobey.  They lie, inflict harm and lash out in anger.  Discipline, then, is the result and consequence of their disobedience.  

There are times, after such a discipline, that my eldest daughter has said, “I cannot obey.  I cannot always be kind or patient.  I cannot.”  

I agree with her.  I know she can’t.  Why?  Because, I know I can’t.  I tell her so.  

She’s in desperate need.  She needs a new heart.  I tell her that, too.  

You see, the Law has given her the opportunity to see herself rightly and clearly.  She cannot always obey.  She has a problem.  She needs help.  She needs God’s free gift of grace and mercy – through Christ.  Just as I did – and do, still.

And, then, I pray that God will change her, will remove her heart of stone, and give her a living heart that loves Christ more than all else.      

Someday, I hope God will answer that prayer.  

Someday, I hope to fellowship with my daughter through faith in Christ.  

On that day, I will weep for joy.       

Verse 25 & 26 – “But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

Wouldn’t you?   

Because, once faith has come, she will no longer be under such a tutor; she will no longer have the Law as her guardian.

She will have Christ. 

She will have His Spirit dwelling within her very person.

And, she will have His Law written on her very heart. 

Surely, she will still disobey.

But, at that time, she will be covered by the righteousness of her perfect Savior.

When faith has come, the Law falls away.  

We rejoice; for, then, we are made sons and daughters of the living God!

CLOSING

To close, let me offer warning, if we only give Law, we shut our children up to faith.  The Law can easily make well-behaved, self-deceived, God-hating people -- when offered apart from Christ.  Therefore, we must administer the law as a tutor.  Only then, will our children see their need for Christ.

If, though, you hear this today, and feel convicted – perhaps, because you have mishandled God’s laws – I have good news for you.  I will tell you what I tell myself.  Salvation is a gift from God, and His doing.  We must simply repent of our sin and ask Him to forgive our failures to live up to His Holy standard.  We must believe that He can, will and does forgive us.  And, we must put our faith in the ability and righteousness of another - Jesus Christ.  

If, on the other hand, you hear this today, and feel a bit proud – perhaps, because you think you already know this – I have a caution for you. I will tell you what I tell myself.  Salvation is a gift from God, and His doing.  Not ours.  We must repent of our sin, and ask Him to forgive our pride and self-righteousness.  We must believe that He can, will and does forgive us.  And, we must put our faith in the ability and righteousness of another - Jesus Christ.              

Likewise, may our children never trust in their ability to meet standards; instead, may they, too, repent and trust in the full and complete ability and work of Jesus Christ.  

May the Law lead each of us right back to our Maker and Savior.  

For THAT is the purpose of the law.

Let us close in prayer.       

